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What is the nature and best node of treatment of 


Treatment of the second species, or true delirium tremens.—At the® 
commencement, our:principal object should be to cure the disease during 44 
its first or forming stage. Hence four-or five grains of calomel, com-. ~ 
bined with. an equal. quantity of Dover’s powders, are directed’ to’ be 
‘~~ taken every two hours, until the calomel acts powerfully upon'the bows | 
els, which it. will usually do in: the course of twelve: hours; but if. 
the bowels are unusually costive, and the calomel has no ‘effect upon 
them, after the lapse of twelve or fifteen hours one drop of ‘croton oil 
should be given between each dose of calomel, until’ the bowels are 
thoroughly wrought upon. The compound powder of ipecac.and 
opium inithe above prescription is combined with the calomel'on 
pose.to retard its cathartic action, and to direct it to the secerning 
‘tem, for the secretions, especially that of the liver, must be corfeeted — 
ff _ before the disease can be cured.. But when the calomel has acted‘frees 
ly as a cathartic, and the dejections:.contain healthy bile, its further use 
may generally be suspended. During the exhibition -of the-ealomel; 
the patient may drink a strong decoction. of valerian root, combinet eo 
with the tincture of camphor, from five to: 


doses of the powders, more or less, according to the urgency Of the © 
Sometimes, instead of the eamphor, we have employed the following 

compound drops, viz.,.sp. lavender, i.§ ; sp: c.c. sp. camphor 


e 


i.oz.; ll. i..§ ; chlorie ether i. 3 ; combine and give.a emall teaspaonful 


in the valerian tea between the powders. In cases’of great depression } 
| ef the 'vis-vitee the‘comp. drops are preferablé:to:the camphor. With 
“$+. thig simple practice in the first stage, we have often removed the disease ‘ 
A _in the course of three days; but the same course of practice will nof 
always prove equally effectual, though followed from the very,com= 
Mencemént: of the complaint. Therefore in such cases, the 
combined.as above directed, or with opium, roust still be continued 
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‘a slight ptyalism is induced, or until the morbid secretions are changed 
for healthy ones, and the watchfulness gives place to profound sleep. 

We have prescribed for a person who for the last fifteen years has 
annually been attacked with the delirium tremens four or five times, and 
who has been effectually cured in the course of three or four days by 
the above treatment. After the bowels were moved by the calomel, he 
has sometimes taken pills composed of opium, soap and camphor, in 
equal parts (instead of the camphor or compound drops), which has 
never failed to induce sleep. 


In the first stage we have sometimes exhibited laudanum in the dose 
of 25 drops every two hours, combined with effervescing draughts, and 
either camphor, ammonia, or assafoetida, interposed between the drops, 
without employing calomel at the sane time ; but have never found this 
practice so effectual as that with the calomel ; and here we may observe 
that whatever cathartic is given in this disease, it will prove much more 
effectual in combination with stimulant aromatics, or with hyoscyamus, 
datura stramonium, &c.; and, next to calomel, the warming stomachic 
cathartics are the most effectual. 

In some cases of old inebriates, with broken-down constitutions, we 
have occasionally employed, with the best effect, their accustomed 
stimulants, disguised, however, in order to prevent an excessive use after 
health shall have been restored. Say brandy or rum one pint, gum 
camphor from two to four dr.; combine and give one table-spoonful 
every two hours in valerian, ginger or pepper tea. In some particular 
patients, this practice will prove more effectual than the more diffusible 
stimuli. Nor should cathartics be omitted when this remedy is em- 
ployed, for in all the cases which we have seen, purgatives were indi- 
cated, in order to remove the vitiated secretions from the prime viz, 
whether the bowels were constipated or relaxed ; and, we repeat, that 
from accurate observation and long experience, calomel, given in com- 
bination with the pulv. Doveri, or some other anodyne or antispasmodic, 
is of all other cathartics the most effectual in removing the morbid accu- 
mulations, and in restoring the healthy secretions. Furthermore, we 
have observed the mental hallucinations and illusions to abate in pro- 
portion to the removal of the vitiated substances from the bowels, and 
the pitch-like bile from the gall bladder and hepatic ducts, and that 
sleep would soon follow their evacuation without the employment of ex- 
cessive doses of opium. And we further add, that let the subsequent 
treatment be what it may, calomel, in our opinion, should always precede 
the use of other remedies, and then it will seldom or never be neces- 


— mee continue its use until it produces ptyalism. 


uring the use of either the opium or the camphorated brandy, the 
head should be kept constantly wet with cold vinegar and water, and 
occasionally, when the head is quite hot, cold water from the spout of a 
tea kettle elevated to a pants ta height, may be poured upon it ; 


and when the skin is also very hot, either the cold shower bath, or bath- 
ing in the river, may be successfully employed. _ ‘4 

We once attended a patient who had not slept for a week ; thé pupils 
of his eyes were extremely dilated, and he fancied he saw millions of 
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lice creeping over his whole body and through his hair; consequent! 


he kept continually combing his head and brushing his clothes, as muc 
as his trembling hands would permit, in order to free himself from’ the 
lice. But they re-appeared faster than he could brush them off, and 
became so annoying that (though in the month of March and the weather 
cold) we persuaded him to throw off his dress and to go into the river 
and wash them off. Accordingly he went into the river at a proper 
depth, and plunged under the water. When he came up to the sur- 
face, he carefully examined himself, and observed that nearly all the 
lice were washed off. We persuaded him to dive again, and this time 
he said every louse had disappeared ; therefore he was wiped dry and 
clothed, when he walked about a mile before he reached home, and in 
the mean time he became covered with a warm perspiration, and soon 
after reaching his house he became drowsy and went to bed, and slept 
most profoundly for nearly twenty-four hours. When he awoke he was 
rational and perfectly free from disease. ‘This man’s propensity for the 
intemperate use of spirituous liquors was afterwards perfectly removed 
by combining one drachm of tartarized antimony in solution with every 
quart of spirits with which he furnished himself, first observing to him, 
that a continued free use of stimulants would eventually cause a vomit- 
ing, which would soon destroy his life, unless he refrained from further 
use. His wife kept the secret, and combined the remedy with his fa- 
vorite drink, until all kinds of spirits, and even wine (for he tried them 
all), created such a disgust that the very naming of spirits would nau- 
seate his stomach. He then informed us that he was satisfied he was 
near death, for the very drink which formerly made him feel well and 
cured all indisposition, now made him sick. We prescribed Huxham’s 
compound tincture of bark, and pills of soap; camphor and opium, 
which were continued two or three weeks, and his health was at last 
perfectly restored. For many years he has remained a temperate man, 
and has enjoyed the ‘ mens sane in corpora sano.” ‘This application 
of the tartarized antimony, if judiciously employed, would, we think, 
cure the vitiated taste, and create such a disgust, that very uniformly 
the pernicious habit would be relinquished and temperance be the result. 
A dislike to spirituous liquors may also be created by giving bitter tinc- 
tures, combined with the sulphuric acid. 2 oe 

But to return from this digression. Another patient, laboring under 
delirium tremens, thought that he had swallowed a horse hair, which, 
in his opinion, had become alive and grew to such enormous length that 
he could not entirely remove it by pulling, hand over hand, for hours 
and days ; but a barrel of water thrown, from some considerable height, 
on his head and body, soon dissipated the illusion. Previously to the 
use of the cold bath, calomel had been prescribed in both of the above 
cases; but where the liver is not much disordered, the cold bath, 
alone, without a particle of calomel, opium, or other medicines, will 
soon induce sleep and cure the disease. e 
' ‘The general remedial measures are very much assisted by the em- 
ployment of blisters. They may be applied either to the nape of the 
neck and occiput, or to the region of the liver or stomach ; they in either 
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case act as counter irritants, and, when employed over the liver, excite 
that organ to a healthy action. 

In the second stage, if the patient has not been previously seen, or if 
this stage supervene, notwithstanding the remedial measures already em- 
ployed, the treatment should be commenced with calomel, combined 
with narcotics and cordials, or with powdered capsicum, camphor, 
ammonia, or laudanum, and continued until it procure copious dark- 
green, and offensive stools ; and if the bowels are unusually torpid, and 
are not wrought upon by the calomel in the course of twenty-four hours, 
its action should be promoted by warm stimulant, aperient draughts and 
carminative injections, combined with assafcetida and spirits of turpen- 
tine, or one drop of the croton oil between each dose of the calomel. 
These remedies should be continued until the bowels are thoroughly 
emptied, when the calomel and other laxatives may be omitted, and the 
opium, either alone or in combination with some one of the diffusible 
stimulants, such as ether, camphor, ammonia, assafcetida, camphorated 
brandy, given at short intervals, to support the vis vite. But in this 
stage of the disease, opium is our sheet anchor, and must be given in 
doses sufficient to procure sleep ; for, as Dr. Coates observes, “ the 
patient must sleep or die. There is no alternative. Yet the physician 
should personally watch the effect of very large doses of opium.” In 
the case of a stage actor, he gave powdered opium in doses of six 
grains every hour, until 45 grains were exhibited before it procured full 
sleep. Next morning the patient awoke perfectly rational. Afterwards 
smaller doses were given, and the patient completely recovered. An- 
other patient recovered by the administration of four hundred drops of 
Jaudanum in five hours. Hence, the doctor concludes, that, “ to produce 
any impressidh, of whatever kind, during the disease, opium must be 
— in doses enormously increased beyond those which are requisite 

ordinary purposes. Five or six grains alone, are, in a case of any 
severity, absolutely a nullity—they will not drive away a single spectre. 
The successful amount, with me, has generally been from twelve to 
twenty-eight or thirty grains; but, in an honest judgment, I can assign 
to it no limit.” ‘I have never seen, read of, or heard of, an instance 
in which it was productive of any harm.” ‘The only rule by which 
I would be, and have always been, guided, is the following. A certain 
effect is to be produced, and we must go on exhibiting opium in moder- 
ate doses, at such short intervals as are sufficient to permit its accumula- 
tion in the prima vie, until enough has been taken to produce sleep. I 
have generally given it every hour; but when sleep appears actually 
approaching, a somewhat longer interval may be allowed to ascertain the 
fact, without much hazard of defeating the plan of cure. If the case 
be a slight one, | leave doses amounting to five or six grains with the 
attendants, directing them to proceed with it, either until sleep is pro- 
duced, or the medicine has all been taken. Upon the failure of one 
trial like this, a much larger amount must be employed; and where 
considerable doses are given at every time, it is indispensably necessary 
that the physician should superintend their effects himself, visiting the 
patient alter every fresh administration, and watching for any disposition 
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to drowsiness. When this has not yet appeared, there is not the least 
danger to be apprehended; as we believe it may be safely denied that 
there is a case on record in which any injury was sustained.” 

Now this is the practice of Dr. Coates; but we confess that we 
have never employed opium in such quantities as he recommends, nor 
have we ever found it necessary, for if the cold effusions or cold bath 
be applied to the head, and occasionally to the whole body, during the 
employment of the opium, a much less quantity of the drug will be 
required to produce sleep ; and, therefore, from one to two or three 
grains every one, two, three, or four hours, according to circumstances, 
combined with the stimulants above mentioned, will generally be suffi- 
cient to procure sleep in the course of twenty-four hours, especially if 
the calomel cathartic has preceded its employment. We cannot divest 
ourselves of the fear that thirty grains of opium, given in the course of a 
few hours, would, in many cases, prove more certainly destructive to life 
than the disease itself; therefore we should advise, at first, its employ- 
ment in combination with calomel, and, after the bowels are emptied, to 
combine its use with other stimulants and the cold water, in one of the 
varied forms of application already mentioned, and then moderate, in- 
stead of excessive doses of opium will be sufficient to the cure. 
sull opium must be considered as necessary for the cure of delirium tre- 
mens, as bark is for intermittents, though we maintain that a much less 
quantity than usually recommended will be sufficient for the cure, after 
the morbid colluvies collected in the bowels shall have been removed 
by the use of calomel, and, we repeat, that the cerebrum is often sym- 
pathetically affected in consequence of inflammation and morbid impres- 
sions made upon the membranes of the prime viz, by their vitiated 
contents, and hence their removal breaks the first link in the chain of 
morbid actions. 

When, from some particular idiosyncrasy, opium cannot be taken, ex- 
tract of datura stramonium, extract of cicuta, henbane, or some other 
narcotic, may be substituted for it. And here we may add, that in some 
cases of delirium tremens, where there is a strong determination of blood 
to the head, and a frequent occurrence of epileptic fits, if the use of 
opium and other narcotics is persisted in, a fatal termination of the 
disease is almost sure to follow. In such cases, these remedies must be 
laid aside, and camphor substituted for them, which may be given in 
powder, in the dose of from five to twenty grains, every two, three or 
four hours, according to the strength of the patient and the urgency of 
the symptoms ; but generally five or six grains every two hours is a 
sufficient dose to control the nervous symptoms and induce sleep. It 
may be given in a mucilage of gum arabic, or in a syrup or jelly. In 
these cases it often acts like a charm, by removing the subsultus tendi- 


num, and by quieting the nervous system ; by lowering the pulse, and — 
by changing the cold sweat to a warm perspiration ; by lessening irrita- 
bility and by inducing drowsiness, which is eventually followed by a 
prolbiaki and protracted sleep, from which the patient awakes convales- 
cent and rational. 


Next to opium, camphor is the best remedy which can be employed _ 
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in the cure of delirium tremens, and it will often prove effectual when 
opium fails to cure, or aggravates the complaint. ‘Therefore, in all 
cases like those just mentioned, the physician should commence the 
treatment with the camphor ; and also in all those cases in which opium 
disagrees with the patient, camphor should be immediately substituted 
for it; even the treatment with opium will be much more effectual in 
combination with camphor, as already recommended. In the first spe- 
cies of this affection, where there is much increased action, camphor 
may be employed when opium is inadmissible ; and in all those mixed 
cases which are combined with fever and nervous irritability, camphor ts 
a most sovereign remedy. 

It should be constantly kept in mind that the attending fever in this 
disease originates from irritation, and therefore whatever remedy most 
allays the irritability of the system, is found the most effectual in re- 
moving this fever. Camphor possesses this prdperty in an eminent de- 
gree, and, according to our experience, it is a much safer remedy than 
opium in the hands of those physicians who are not much conversant 
with the disease, and consequently unable to make those nice distinc- 
tions which the opium treatment requires in order to be rendered 
effectual. 

The physician and attendants should control the patient by moral 
means, without the employment of force or coercive measures, and he 
should be indulged in all his innocent whims and caprices, especially 
when they do not lead him to injure either himself or others. In fact, 
the physician must conduct with much suaviter in modo, which will often 
gain the good will of the patient and render restraint unnecessary. 

_By the treatment just recommended, sone remissions of the disease 
_ will usually take place, and a disposition to sleep manifest itself, when 
the quantity of opium or camphor, whichever is employed, should be 
decreased, and finally left off when sleep takes place. The sleep is 
often at first interrupted, and the patient disturbed with frightful dreams ; 
if he awakes, comp. sp. of lavender and sp. of cam. or warm wine, or 
his accustomed stimulus, should be given, and his mind soothed, when 
he will uften fall into a sound sleep, from which he ought not to be 
awakened until he arouses of his own accord, which will sometimes be 
at the end of twelve or twenty-four hours, and then he will be com- 
posed and rational, when the stimulants should be gradually withdrawn, 
and his strength be supported by light and nutritious food. But when 
the vis vite is low, the pulse quick and frequent, and a cold, clamm 
sweat pervades the whole body, a liberal use of cordial stimulants, wit 
the opium and camphor, or the accustomed stimulus disguised with cam- 
phor so as not to be recognized by the patient, must be continued until 
the system rallies and the usual health is restored, when the stimulants 
must be gradually withdrawn. In broken-down constitutions, the opium 
and other restoratives must be much longer continued than is necessary in 
the young and recent devotees of Bacchus. 

Third stage.—If, notwithstanding the remedial measures employed in 
the second, the third stage shall appear, very little hope may be enter- 
tained of recovery, as the nervous influence ” become exhausted, and 
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serous effusions are about to take place. But yet the medicines must 
be continued, more especially if the patient did not have the benefit of 
early medication ; and, if not previously done, the hair should be shaved 
from the occiput, and a blister applied over that part of the nucha. 
Sinapisms should also be applied to the feet and legs and over the 
epigastrium, and opium and. the other cordials above mentioned, con- 
tinued, until the patient recovers or gets beyond the power of medicine. 
Here we may mention, that in the low state of delirium tremens, the 
tincture of cantharides has done wonders ; it is one of the best and most 
powerlul stimulants of the materia medica, and may be given in the 
dose of forty or fifty drops every two or three hours, until it produces 
its specific action on the kidneys, when its use may be suspended until 
the strangury abates, and then it may be again prescribed, if the patient 
requires a further use of it. In every case where we have employed 
the tincture, whenever a strangury was produced, the delirium has 
ceased and reason returned; and in the two last stages of this species 
of the disease, we believe it to be one of the most effectual remedies. 
Furthermore, we have often employed the tincture in the low stage of 
typhus fever attended with delirium, and have never found it fail to 
arouse the dormant powers of the system; and whenever strangury was 
produced by its employment, the delirium has uniformly ceased during 
its continuance, together with the subsultus tendinum. If persisted in 
so as to keep up a moderate strangury, it has uniformly eured the deli- 
rium. It may also be regarded as a most valuable remedy in the treat- 
ment of the asthenic delirium tremens. , 
During the course of treatment of this disease, little or no nourish- 
ment is required, except that of a liquid kind—such as bread water, 
sago, arrow root, rice water, or thin gruel, either of which may be com- 
bined with the brandy or wine which are prescribed, or with the other 
stimulants; and when the patient becomes convalescent, a light and 
nourishing diet should be given ; also the digestive organs should be re- 
stored to their sound vigor by the use of tonics, such as bitter, — 
bark, and some one of the preparations of iron, and quinine. re 
The delirium traumaticum of Dupuytren is that state of the disease «_ 
which comes on after external injuries, breaking the limbs, amputations, 
&c., which may be imputed to the former intemperate habits of the | 
patient, and..sudden withdrawing of the accustomed stimulants during — 
the cure of the injury. Now this disease may be prevented by allow- 
ing the patient a inoderate quantity of stimulants during his confinement, 
and taking care not to reduce him too much by bleeding and other de- — 
pleting remedies. But when the disease has already come on, it will 
require the same method of treatment which has been recommended for 
the second species. | 
We cannot dismiss this subject without again urging our brethren of 
the faculty to try the effect of cold water, either by the bath or effusion, 
in combination with other remedial measures, instead of excessive quan- 
tities of opium—especially in the first species, and in the two first stag 
of the second. And even in the third stage, and in the most asthenic 
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cases, water, in the form of the warm bath, or the warm effusion, will 
often induce sleep and be productive of much benefit to the patient. 


HOT BATHING, &c. 
{Communicated for the Boston Medica) and Surgical Journal.) 


In consequence of having seen related, in the New York Express of 
Nov. 4th, a case of insanity produced by Thomsonian medication, I am 
induced to send you the following remarks on the effects of heat and 
hot water bathing on the human system. I do not propose to give an 
elaborate treatise, or treat of bahs in general, but to confine my remarks 
to the effects of those of a temperature greater than that of the human 
body, or over 98 degrees of Fahrenheit’s thermometer. These remarks 
are not offered because 1 suppose the profession at all ignorant of such 
matters, but just to remind the junior members of it in what way some 
of the mischiefs of Thomsonianism are committed ; and should this be 
well received, I will, as soon as possible, give you my views on lobelia. 
The effects of a very hot day on the human system need not be illus- 
trated. A very high temperature, however, in a dry atmosphere, owing 
to the abstraction of caloric by perspiration, may be endured for a short 
time. The experiments of Dr. Fordyce, Sir J. Banks, Sir. Ch. Blag- 
den and others, are familiar to all. ‘The japanners of tin, in this place, 
are in the constant habit of entering their ovens for drying their varnish, 
when at a very high temperature—frequently so high as to melt the 
solder with which their manufactures are united. Sir Charles was able 
to sustain a temperature of 250 degrees Fahrenheit, for eight minutes ; 
at the end of this time his pulse was 144, or double its ordinary fre- 
quency, and he felt such an oppression (congestion) in his lungs, with a 
sense of anxiety, as to induce him to leave the room. The japanners 
assure me that a few minutes detention in their hot ovens produces op- 
pression in the lungs, difficult breathing and faintness. 
But in hot water, either in a liquid or aeriform state, the effect is 
. very different. Here there is no escape of caloric by perspiration, and a 
temperature only a little above that of the human body can be borne at 
all without injury, and even this speedily becomes insupportable. Bour- 
ery, in his treatise on lesser surgery, says, ‘‘ some few experimenters 


ave tried the effects of very hot baths of 45 degrees centigrade ther- 


mometer ; but besides that the employment of this measure is attended 
with no beneficial results, experience has demonstrated it to be produc- 
tive of alarming congestion, particularly of the head.” The prejudice 
of many of the common people in North Haven, where I have recently 
practised, against hot baths, was so great that they were generally objected 
to whenever [ proposed their use, as, they said, they had often proved 
fatal in that neighborhood. The vapor bath, in the hands of the steam 
doctors, has not met with the same opposition, although not less fatal in 
its Consequences. 

_ From much inquiry and research, and some observation, I am led to 
tink that the following are the ordinary consequences of vapor bathing 
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at a temperature from 98 to 115 degrees Fahrenheit, when continued 
even for a short time. The operative effects begin with rapid pulse, 
great relaxation and exhaustion of vital and muscular energy, and con- 
sequent congestion in the large cavities of the body, as the chest and 
head, with difficult and laborious respiration and pain in the head. If 
it be persevered in, epistaxis, hemoptysis, and menorrhagia, and, if 
pushed, delirium or insanity, coma, and occasionally death, are the con- 
sequences. That there is no exaggeration in this, a little inquiry will 
satisfy even the most sceptical. But notwithstanding all this, any one, 
~ the more ignorant and knavish the better, for the sum of twenty dollars, 
with the sanction of the U.S. patent law, can dose, steam, parboil, 
produce hemorrhage, insanity, and death, as he pleases; and if any in- 
telligent and benevolent individual dares to question the propriety of 
such conduct, he is at once anathematized and branded as a friend to 
exclusive privileges, an aristocract, an enemy to human rights and a 
traitor to his country ; and should he be a physician, and so unfortunate as 
to be called into a family at all accessible to the partisans of Thomson- 
ianism, those friends of good order, equal rights and patent privileges, 
his character and practice are slandered to his patient, his remedies are 
denounced as poisons, until all confidence in him be destroyed, and his 
atient made to believe that all his sufferings are caused by his physician. 
he potency of steam, lobelia and cayenne are portrayed to him ; his 
physician is dismissed ; a steam doctor is sent for, who confirms his sus- 
picions. Such things are truly humiliating to a high-minded man ; but 
if he be a regularly educated and practising physician, he must submit. 
One word more on the operative effects of hot-vapor bathing, as 
performed by the professed steam doctors. 1 wish to call the. attention 
of the profession particularly to this subject, for 1 apprehend that few 
are aware of the immense mischief that is constantly achieved by this 
agent alone. Hemorrhage is a common consequence. How often do 
we hear that such an one was taken with bleeding at the lungs, soon 
after being “steamed ;” that Miss was taken with flowing in the 
steam box, &c. ‘Two cases of insanity, produced by “ steaming,” have 
come within my knowledge. The first was Theo. Eaton, of North 
Haven, who came out of the steam box insane, and continued in that 
state for twenty-four hours. The other case I do not give, as it might 
wound the feelings of friends if it came to their knowledge. 
Meriden, Ct., Nov., 1837. 


CASE OF TRIPLETS AND OF LOCKED HEADS. 


A case of this kind occurred in the practice of Dr. Joseph A. Eve, of 
Augusta, on the 24th of September last. 

The woman was a delicate negress, aged about 35 or 40 years. Her 
health had been bad during the whole period of gestation, and particu- — 
larly about the time of parturition. 

The first birth was very easy and rapid, the child having passed be- 
fore the doctor’s arrival. He found the woman on her knees on the 
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floor, leaning upon a chair, and the child suspended by the cord. As 
soon as he had made the ligature on and cut the cord, she was put to 
bed, and he found, upon examination, the feet of another child present- 
ing. ‘The labor progressed with the second child in this presentation 
until the body had passed as far as the armpits, when, in consequence 
of the pains becoming weak, and the fear of strangulation of the cord, 
the ergot was administered, with the effect of increasing the force of the 
pains. The next phenomenon worthy of remark was the indication of 
undue pressure on the brain of the second child, by convulsive contrac- 
tions of its legs. Atthe same time the woman complained of severe 
pain and numbness in her right leg—the same side at which the head 
of the upperchild presented. A farther examination was then instituted 
to discover the cause of compression, and of the arrest; for the pelvis 
was unusually large, and the child rather small, though not much be- 
low the average size. On this examination the doctor discovered the head 
of a third child below the superior strait, whilst the head of the second, 
whose body was delivered, was still above the same strait, constituting a 
case of locked heads. His first attempt was to dislodge the head of 
the third child; but this was soon found impracticable, for it was im- 
movably fixed below the superior strait. Not approving the plan adopt- 
ed by some, of delivering the upper child by the forceps, before deliv- 
ering the head of the lower, he determined to await the delivery of both 
together, as long as he might think it safe to the mother, and if neces- 
sary, ultimately to decapitate the lower child, press the head up from 
the superior strait, and thus allow the upper one to pass, or assist it with 
forceps, as circumstances might demand. Whilst awaiting the issue of 
this plan, he requested a consultation ; but before the arrival of another 
physician, and within little more than an hour after the discovery of the 
true nature of the difficulty, both heads passed. The superior child 
made some spasmodic movements after birth, but could not be resusci- 
tated. Both heads were very much indented by the pressure of the 
other. 

Except the injury inflicted by the accident, the children were all well 
formed, and very little below ordinary size. ‘Two of them were boys. 
The mother passed her accouchment as well as could be expected un- 
der the circumstance of her previous wretched health. 

Many cases of difficulty and perplexity in child-bearing arise from 
the small dimensions of the pelvis; but this was one which may be 
fairly attributed to too large a pelvis; for had this been of ordinary ca- 
pacity, the head of the third child could not, with the good develop- 
ments of both, have engaged the superior strait, with the head of the 


previous child engaged in it, and the head at or near the superior plane. 
— Southern Med. Jour. 


a: 
DIERVILLA CANADENSIS. 


N. B. Packxert writes to the editor of the Boston Medical and Surgi- 
cal Jourtal to say that a plant in the vicinity of Great Barrington, Mass. 
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is held in high repute as a specific for the erythematic inflammation 
produced by Rhus toxicodendron, Rhus radicans, &c. An infusion 
of the bruised leaves and twigs is applied. The writer also under- 
stands that itis used in calculous affections, and is known by the popular 
name of bush honeysuckle, and is the Diervilla Canadensis of Eaton. 

We should be pleased to learn the sentiments of Professor Tully and 
Dr. Hooker, to whom reference is made for information. At the same 
time we feel it a duty to say, not only from our own observation, but 
more confidently from the abundant observation and experience of a ju- 
dicious medical friend, that there is perhaps no disease, the smallpox it- 
self, which is in its periods one of the most uniform of all diseases, not 
excepted, whose course is more certain to be run, despite of all reme- 
dies, than the erythematic or eruptive inflammation which arises from 
the different species of Rhus—that it is uniformly stated in its periods, 
exacerbating for the three first days, and being well by the termination 
of the seventh. ‘The fact of its regular termination, as well as its regu- 
lar period for decline, not being generally observed, renders it probable 
that many articles have, from time to time, been named as remedies, 
only from the fact of their having been resorted to during the spontane- 
ous decline, or termination of the disease. 

We have often observed, and for a long time believed, that a lotion of 
strong salt and water, or an alkaline lixive, seemed to possess the power 
of gradually modifying and promptly dispelling the inflammation, with 
its attendant distressing itching, burning and swelling. But the charac- 
ter of the disease being considered, we are left in doubt whether the im- 
provement observed, instead of being in the relation of effect, to the 
application as cause, is not a mere coincidence. 

In order then to deduce the truth as to the remedial virtues of Dier- 
villa Canadensis, or any other supposed remedy for this disease, the 
period and peculiar character of the disease should be carefully marked, 
in connection with the administration of the remedy. 

As to “specific” virtues, as understood in medicine—an infallible 
curative power—we have long doubted whether the term had properly 
a place in regular medicine.—Jbcd. 


BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL. 


BOSTON, DECEMBER 13, 1837. 


PROGRESS OF ANIMAL MAGNETISM." 


Tuat indefatigable man, who is perseverance personified, M. Poyen, 
whom we most heartily wish had devoted himself with equal zeal to some 
other course of study, has pounced upon the community with an unlooked- 


* Progress of Animal Magnetism in New England, being a collection of experiment# reports and 
certificates from the most respectable sources, preceded by a dissertation on the. of 
m. By Charles Poyen, St. Sauveur. Boston: Weeks, Jordan &Co. 12mo. p. 112. 
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for book, entitled the Progress of Animal Magnetism in New England. 
Now the true state of things in relation to this publication is this—viz. 
it is a re-arrangement of old matter with a new title, plaited and folded 
in the nicest typographical order, so that it is the easiest thing imagin- 
able to turn to “ proofs of animal magnetism derived from human testi- 
mony,” or to ‘animal magnetism in Boston and is vicinity,” of which 
there is, to our apprehension, but a precious little. Then follows “ ani- 
mal magnetism in Providence and vicinity,’ where there has been very 
extraordinary excitement, and an exhibition of a something called mag- 
netism, not very well understood. Finally, in walks the actress of all 
work—a young woman who has perambulated the coast, not precisely 
from Dan to Beersheba, but from the borders of Rhode Island to Boston, 
and from thence to Salem, sleeping scientifically at all appointed stop- 
ping places, as soundly as a boor in church-time, that we, doubtless, might 

ave ocular demonstration of her facility in playing the fool. Other sec- 
tions, embracing topics intimately connected with the subject, are inter- 
woven in a manner to give effect and finish to the whole. 

Accompanying this book is an octavo pamphlet of seventy-two pages, 
entitled ‘4 Letter to Col. William L. Stone, of New York, on the Facts 
related in his letter to Dr. Brigham, and a plain refutation of Mr. Durant’s 
exposition of animal magnetism,” by the same author ; but it has no claim 
upon us for further notice. The first, the Progress, because it purports 
to be a history of facts, and probably will be appealed to at some future 
period as a veritable history, we feel bound to notice particularly. 

Some weeks since, we made a special jaunt to Providence to witness 
phenomena with which the welkin was then ringing, and fully intended to 
repeat the visit, with a view of giving our own personal views, from ac- 
tual observation, upon animal magnetism ; but it has not yet been con- 
venient to go, and consequently we are not prepared to speak with con- 
fidence at present. In the mean while, pamphlets have been issued pro 
and con, till their sale, in the hands of the trade, at least, has yielded a 
better profit to them than to their sapient authors—for in the sequel we 
opine it will turn out like the fabled law suit of two cats, which appealed 
toa monkey to decide which of them had a legal right to a certain 
oyster. The judge declared that, in the first place, he should take the 
meat himself, and afterwards divide the shell between the parties. 

That this duodecimo of Monsieur Poyen is just what it purports to 
be, a republication of all the articles which have appeared in journals, 
the public papers, &c., is true ; but whether these are not occasionally 
overcharged, and the writers, under the workings of an excited imagina- 
tion, have not deceived .themselves, remains to be proved. No one 
point, so far as this work is concerned, is any better established than 
when the furor first commenced. 

Let it be distinctly understood that we do not discover for ourselves, 
nor dg we intimate, that this champion—possessing more moral honesty, 
more general erudition, more science, and more of that indomitable 
spirit which scorns the shafts of ridicule, than almost any other man—is 
to be branded with the name of hypocrite, knave or impostor. He must 
have honest intentions, who can openly face an army of opponents, as 
frequently characterized by vindictiveness as any other quality, and yet 
oppose no other weapons than those which he denominates facts, and the 
principles of a soiind philosophy. After all, itis possible that he is more 
grossly deeeived, than deceiving. 

Those particularly desirous of having all the American animal mag- 
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netism which has been elaborated up to this date, in a compact form, will 


find it here. Of the value of the testimony—who can decide when doc- 
tors disagree? 


College of Pharmacy.—An institution bearing this name appears to be 
in successful operation in the city of New York. A course of lectures, 
to continue three months, was commenced on Monday of last week, De- 
cember 4th. Dr. Jno. H. Griscom fills the chair of Chemistry, and Dr, 
J. S. Rodgers that of Materia Medica and Pharmacy. Besides the im- 
mediate application of these aciences to the daily business of the apothe- 
cary, much useful and interesting instruction is imparted. Members of 
the association, by which is probably to be understood regular druggists 
and apothecaries, have their apprentices admitted for seven dollars ; all 
others are to pay ten for their tickets. 

Tbe skeleton of a similar school is in being somewhere in Boston ; but 
in whose particular keeping, we know not. If an annual course of lec- 
tures could be delivered for the exclusive use and behoof of the appren- 
tices of apothecaries in this city, we are sure that great good would re- 
sult fromthem. If, however, the times are unfavorable for the organiza- 
tion of a regular system of pharmaceutical instruction, what harm would 
accrue were that particular class of young men furnished by their mas- 
ters with tickets of admission to the lectures on chemistry and materia 
medica at the Mason Street College ? 


A new Medical Journal.—It is said that a new Medical Journal has re- 
cently been projected at New York by an association of young physi- 
cians, who feel that it is a reproach to the profession of that great city to 
be without one in the whole State. Why those which sailed off so gal- 
lantly before the breeze of popular opinion, within the last dozen years, 
were stranded in the early part of their voyage, we know not. 
Webster’s, which expired about a year since, could not have died of in- 
anition, surely—if it did, there is no hope for another. A notion pre- 
vails, to a considerable extent, that medical periodicals are profitable—a 
mistake which a score of experimenters have found out too late. Rather, 
however, than discourage enterprise, by citing disasters or detailing items 
of our own experience, to convince any person having the genuine ca- 
coethes scribendi, that numberless vexations and pecuniary losses must 
necessarily grow out of the business, it is preferable that the adventurer 
make a fair trial. We however wish the editor of the new Journal, 
should it have a being, a generous and sustaining patronage. 


Weekly Report of Cases at the Marine Hospital._—In falfilment of my 


intention expressed in the last number of your Journal, [ send you a list 
of cases admitted during the week ending the 7th inst. Yours, &c. 


U. S. Marine Hospital, Dec. 7; 1837. C.‘H. Srepman. 
Number of patients remaining Dec. Ist, 70. Admitted since : : 
Bronchitis, acute, - ‘1 Dysentery, ..- . -- 
Caries of tibia, - - - 1 Enteritis, - l 
Deliriumtremens, - - 2 Felon, - wig. 1 
Diarrhoea, chronic, - 1 Gonorrhea, 
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Headache, - 1 Wound, lacerated, - - 1 
Psoriasis, inveterate, - - 1 — 
Rheumatism, acute, - - 1 Total, - 
chronic, - - 1 elieved, - 
Syphilis, primary, - - 1 Discharged, Cured, - 
large cellular, - 1 
Ulcer (20 inches in circumfer- Remaining, - - - 17 
ence), - - - 1 


Troublesome Thomsonism.—A man whose name is Crafts, who, by way 
of eminence, is reputed to be at the head of the Thomsonian faculty in 
the city of St. Louis, Missouri, has been arrested and imprisoned on two 
high charges—viz. for procuring an abortion, and for murdering a 
Mrs. Lincoln, by the administration of his infallible remedies. e 
first object was unfortunately accomplished, as appears from the evidence 
adduced before the grand jury. Although Mrs. L. was enceiute, and 
far advanced, the foetus has not been found. The death of Mrs. L. is 
represented to have been rather a gradual operation, but fatally brought 
about by his agency. Many important developments may be expected 
in the course of the trial, which will probably be faithfully reported. 


Portrait of Dr. Jackson.—At a meeting of the Trustees of the Massa- 
chusetts General Hospital, Dec. 3d, it was voted that Dr. Jackson be 
requested to sit for a portrait, to some artist of distinction, to be kept in 
the hospital, as a memorial of one who has labored long and faithfully in 
that institution, and contributed, by his personal character and high pro- 
fessional acquirements, to gain for the hospital a reputation which we 
trust will never wane. If, instead of a portrait, a marble bust were exe- 
cuted, it would be altogether preferable, and a much more enduring 
monument of a man whom the profession delight to honor. 


Weekly Mortality of New York.—The deaths in that city for the week 
ending Dec. 2d, were one hundred and nine, and yet no particular disease 
is prevalent. Of these 27 were men, 19 women, 31 boys, and 32 girls. 
Twenty-five were returned consumption, fourteen convulsions, and three 
smallpox. Seventy-three were-natives of the United States, 21 of Ire- 
land, 7 of England, 1 of Scotland, 1 of France, and 3 of Germany. 


Cesarean Section tect Death of the Mother.—This operation was re- 
cently performed in England, under very unfavorable circumstances, and 
without success. The mother had suffered for four months under a 
chronic affection of the brain, having also vomited during that time most 
of the food taken into the stomach. She died in convulsions, at the 
seventh month of: pregnancy. A quarter of an hour after death, a mo- 
tion being felt with the hand over the uterus, the Cesarean section was 
made, and the foetus carefully removed. The heart was acting, 

there was pulsation at the umbilical cord. It was immediately introduced 
into a warm bath, and artificial respiration produced by means of the tra- 
cheal pipe. The pulsation continued about twenty minutes, and them 
ceased ; no efforts could restore it. ms 
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and Measles at the same time, in the same patient. —Eighteen 
months ago, the following case occurred in our practice. A female in- 
fant, 11 months old, was vaccinated on the 20th of February ; and on 
the 24th, there was a healthy and well-formed vesicle, which, however, — 
was rather large for the 4th day. On the following night the child be- 
came feverish, thirsty and restless, and the next morning had a palpable 
morbillous efflorescence, which, by night, was general over its body, with 
a cough, hoarseness and watery eyes. On the 26th, no areola had yet 
begun to form around the vesicle, and it had scarcely grown the least 
from the fifth day. On the 28th, the efflorescence disappeared, but the 
vesicle remained unchanged. On the 29th it was larger, and a slight areola 
had begun to appear. The child’s health was restored. On the first of 
March the vesicle was still larger, but the areola had not yet increased, 
and no appearance of scabbing existed. Circumstances prevented our 
seeing the patient again. The measles were more or less prevalent in 
the city at the time, but the child was not known to have been exposed 
to the contagion. The reader will note, that, in this case, the eruptive 
fever lasted but a short time before the efflorescence came out, that it 
was transient, and that the catarrhal symptoms followed it ; still we pre- 
sume the disease to have been measles, modified by the action of the 
vaccine virus ; and that the two contagions exerted on each other, as to 
their effects, a reciprocal influence.— Western Med. Jour 


Pure Water.—A writer in the London Lancet, states that the good 
people of Boston are peculiarly subject to attacks of colica pictonum, or 
dry belly ache, from the existence of carbonic acid in the water, which, 
acting upon the leaden pipes, produces carbonate of lead, perhaps the most 
active form in which that metal proves deleterious to the human system. 
If this were the only way in which the water of this city proves injurious 
to health, we would not complain, preferring, as we do, the invasion of 
an acute disease, manifesting itself by obvious symptoms, to the slow and 
insidious progress of maladies which fatally undermine the constitution, 
before we are scarcely aware of their approach. 


Medical Miscellany.—Dr. Joseph L. Craft, a Thomsonian of St. Louis, 
Missouri, has been indicted for murder. If found guilty, instead of being 
executed with a rope, it is proposed to.give him a chance for life by tak- 
ing three courses of his own medicine.—Smallpox has appeared in the 
town of Fort Ann, N. Y.—Dr. A. B. Cabanis, who was recently tried at 
Huntsville, Alabama, for having killed, in self defence, his brother-in-— 
law, has been acquitted.— Dr. John Parker, of Pensacola, has disappear- 
ed from home in a manner to lead to fearful apprehensions that his life 
has been taken.—The last bulletin from Rome states that ‘five new cases 
of cholera had occurred ; ninety, in all, are reported: cured. Dr, Deitz, 
a German, has acquired considerable reputation in the eternal city for 
his success in cholera. The Roman physicians insist on a sanitary cor- 
don.—Dr. Harvey, of the U. S. Army, is orderéd to Baton Rouge, to re- 
lieve Dr. R. Clarke, who is to proceed to Fort Brooke, Florida. As- 
sistant SurgeonHeiskell is waiting orders, and Assistant Surgeon Cuyler, 
ordered to Fort Pike, La.—Dr. Goodrich, who killed a man, at Houston, 
Texas, has finally got his quietus, having been shot in a’ violent-quarrel.— 
At Berlin, the cholera is fast abating. From the 2d to. the 3d of Oct. 
there were 21 new cases, and from the 3d to the 4th, 18 and 14 deaths. 
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To Susscrizers.—The following gentlemen are authorized to receive mone 


due for the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. Subscribers who are indebte 
are requested to forward the amount due, either to the publisher or to one of these 
_ agents :—Mess. Duren & Thatcher, Bangor, Me.; Luke Howe, Esq. P. M. Jaf- 
% “Srey, N. H.; Israel Hinckley, Esq. P.M. Topsham, Vt.; Mr. Joseph Balch, jr. 
Providence, R.I.; Charles Hooker, M.D. New Haven, Ct; T. O. H. Croswel, 
Esq. P. M. Catskill, N. Y.;.S. Freeman, Esq. P. M. Williamstown, N. Y.; Mr. 
Charles 8. Francis, bookseller, Broadway, New York; Mr. W..C. Little, book- 
seller, Albany, N. Y.; William A. Gillespie, M.D. ’ Ellisville, Louisa Count 
Va.; Me. L. Dwelle, Augusta, Ga.; S. Mayfield, M.D. Bie Tenn.; J. 
Bowers, Esq. P. M, York, Washtenaw Co. Mich.; Mess. Hedge & Lyman, Mon- 
treal, L. C.; Mr. Joseph Tardif, Quebec, L. C. ; Mess. Carey & Hart, booksellers, 
Philadelphia, Pa.; Mr. Isaac N. Whiting, bookseller, Columbus, Ohio. 


Whole nuinber of deaths in Boston, for the week ending Dec. 9, 32. Males, 18.—Females, 14. 

‘Consumption, leuritis, l—typhus fever 2—dysentery 1—di , 1—erysipelas, 1—inflamma- 
tion of the lungs, —inflammation of the brain, i—inflammation of the bowels, 1—disease of 
brain, 1—apoplexy, 1—dropsy in the chest, '—infantile, l—lung fever, 1—cholera infantum, 1— 
measles, |\—old age, 1—delirium tremens, 1—convulsions, J—stillborn, 3. 


FRENCH MEDICAL, CHEMICAL, MATHEMATICAL, AND OTHER SCI- 
ENTIFIC AND MISCELLANEOUS BOOKS, BY AUCTION. 
On Saturday, Dec. 16th, at 9 o’clock, at store No. 3, Tudor’s Building, near the New Court House, 
n, will commence the sate of a large and very valuable collection of books of the above descri 

ie, ae of them new works or late editions of standard works, and not easy to be obtained 
this countr 

Catslonsea may be had at the office of this Journal, at ra es of Whitwell & Seaver, Auc- 
tioneers, and at the place of sale. . 13. 


MEDICAL INSTRUCTION. 
a subscribers are associated for the purpose of giving a complete course of medical Sieajitalin 
will re pupils on the following terms : 
the pupil g.adinitted to the practice ofthe Massachusetts General Hospital, ahd wilt receive 
clinical lectu cases they witness there. Ins:ruction, by lectures or examinations, will be 
given in the inte the public lectures, every week day. 


On Midwifery, and the Diseases of Women and Children, and on Chemistry, by Dr. Cuannine. 


On Physiology, Pa:holugy, ‘'herapeutics, and Materia ‘Medica,.. Dr. Wane. 
On the Principles and Surgery, - Dr. Ors. 


he students are provided with a room in Dr. Lewis's house, where they have access to a large 
sitet, Lights and fuel without any charge. The opportunities for acquiring a knowledge of Anato- 
my are not inferior to any in the country. 
The fees are $100—to be paid in advance. Nocredit given, except on sufficient security of some 
persot:in Boston, nor for a longer period than six months. 
Applications are to be nade to Dr. Walter Channing, Tremont Street, o opposite t the Tremont House, 


Oct. 18—tf GECRGR W. OTIS 
WINSLOW LEWIS, JR. 


Puysicians in ny eetio of the United States can procure ten quills charged with Pups. Vv: 
Virus by mail, the editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journ 
: “ing. one dollar, post paid, without which, no letter will be taken from the post office. Oot 


TO MEDICAL STUDENTS. 
THe undersigned are associated for the urpose of instructing in all the branches of Medicine & 
Surgery. A suitable room will be provided, and pupils will have the use of an extensive med 
library, opportunities for seeing the practice ‘of one of the districts of the Dispensary and of the Eye 
and Ear Infirmary, and of attendéng a course of lectures on the diseases of the eye. 
A regular course of recitations and examinations will include all the required professional op 
Anatomical instruction and private dissection will form a prominent part in ee sige ofthe De 
‘For further information, apply to hes of the subscribers. JOH FRIES 


R. 
Franklin Street, Nov. 9, 1836.” July 19--6m JOHN DIX, 


THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL is published every Wednesday, by 
D. CLAPP, JR. at 184 Washington Street, corner of Franklin Street, to whom all communications 
mast be addressed, post-paids [tis also published in Monthly Parts, each fart containing the worl 
numbers of the precedin nal ones inacover. J. V.C. SMITH, M.D. Editor.—Price 3,00 
vear in advance. $3.50 a Roe one $4,00 if not paid within the year.—Agents alicwed 


every seventh copy gratis. ardor from a distance must be accompanied b ment in 
satisfactory reference.—Poaptige the same as for a Newspaper. 
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